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Good thoughts and Kind words to all. 
 
Can you believe that it is September already?  Crazy as that may seem.  We were able to install 
all of our Grand Court Officers thanks to all the courts and members!  It is amazing to see 
everyone come together collectively to accomplish one goal.  All of our Subordinate Courts 
have been meeting and they had installations as well. 
 
It is with a heavy heart that we have lost Lincoln Court but it merged with Rhododendron Court 
earlier this summer.    My thoughts and prayers are with our families who have lost a loved one 
during this time.  I am sorry for your losses. 
 
Now for some good news and welcome to the Grand Court family - Blair Thisted. 
 
Official visits are going to start shortly.  We also have other special dates ahead of us: 
 
September 2 - Everett's official visit 
September 11 - Group meeting at Wenatchee (8:30 for Grand Officers, yes Blair if you would 
like to join us, that would be great) (10:00 for all others) 



September 11 - Wenatchee's official visit 
September 12 - Grand Royal Matron and Grand Royal Patron reception 
September 18 - Artemisia official visit 
September 25 - Lakewood official visit 
 
I hope to see all of you at the official visits and group meeting. 
 
Please be safe in your travels. 
 
Have a wonderful Labor weekend as well. 
 
Grand Royal Matron  
Heather Hughes 

 

Hello Washington Amaranth 
 
I hope everyone is having an amazing summer.  I miss you all and I look forward to seeing you 
all soon.  Remember the ways and means projects.  The t-shirts and sweatshirts (Donna 
Hoffman) 50/50 raffle $10 donation per ticket (I have the tickets) the Blown glass balls (I have 
them let me know where you will be and I will bring them).  
Amaranth love 
H L Katey 
 

 



 

From the Desk of the Grand Conductress: 

Dear Members, 

In July we had the Grand Court Campout and Picnic.  I think there were fifteen camping units 
and the picnic was well attended.  I believe everyone had a good time participating in the 
games and luncheon.  The chili cook-off had five entries, Andrea Ames, 1st place, Jack Hutchins, 
2nd place and Marcia Landon, 3rd place, they were presented with embroidered aprons.  Thank 
you to all who participated.   

To the members that stepped in and ran the games, barbequed, set up and cleaned up the 
kitchen.  Thank you!!  

The highlight of the day for me was the announcement of the Sir Knight who said yes.  He 
accepted by telling me he had all of his ducks in a row and hadn’t lost his marbles.  For those 
who weren’t able to attend and haven’t heard, Sir Knight Blair Thisted from Tulip Court is my 
choice.  We are looking forward to planning for our year and selecting our officers and 
committee members. 

I am looking forward to attending our official visits and seeing everyone as we journey through 
this year.  Thank you all for your support. 

HL Joy, 

Grand Conductress 

 

Dear Members: 

Thank you to each of you for the many cards, flowers, kind words, love, support and many 
contributions in memory of SK Phil.  To those that were able to attend his celebration of life, I 
thank you for spending this time with me and our family. Words cannot express the 
appreciation and love that I have for each of you.  Amaranth is truly an amazing family. 

HL Joy 



 
From the desk of the Queen of Chili (a.k.a. Grand Associate Conductress): 

 Sorry that this is my first newsletter communication as Grand Associate Conductress. 
Unfortunately, my family has experienced one difficult and emotional upheaval after another 
throughout the summer. I am looking forward to getting on board and enjoying the position I 
have assumed. 

 HL Joy and I are excited to hear about the courts who have already initiated members 
and other courts who have brought back inactive members! Growing our membership is 
imperative to our Order to be alive, vibrant and viable. Sometimes making changes to what we 
do is hard, yet making our Order both enticing and relevant is necessary to ensure our future.  

 I am looking forward to our first in-person group meeting on September 11th in 
Wenatchee. If you are an Associate Conductress of your court, would please let me know if you 
have a pro, business or education zoom license and are willing to set up a zoom meeting for us.  
There are a few of us who cannot attend and I would like to include them in our meeting. I 
hope you will come with possible ideas for our group name and ideas for possible fund raisers. 

“Let us not love with words or speech, but with actions and truth.”  1 John 3:18 

Love in Amaranth, 

Andrea 

 

                                                        



 

Greetings from the Office of the Grand Secretary, 

 The Official Book and the Proceedings have gone to the printer and I am waiting for 
them to come back before delivering or mailing them.  

The 990’s are due and at this point I am missing 9 acceptance notices. If your Court is 
one of those missing please get it to me ASAP, if you have sent it in already- Thank You!  

Our first group meeting will be Sept 11th at Wenatchee. So see you all at the Regular 
group meetings and at OV’s and other Events. 

On another note, I was asked put in the newsletter how you make a donation, especially 
one in memory of another member or loved one.  

So the procedure is: All checks should be written to the “Grand Court of Washington” 
and sent to the Grand Secretary. In the memo section please let me know which charity you 
want it to go to and if a memorial who you are honoring. If you want the $ to count for a 
specific Fund Raiser (such as the Diabetes Benefit or a scholarship Dance etc.) say so and I will 
make sure that fund raiser gets credit and will include your donation in their report at Grand 
Court.  

 See you soon at the next event on our journey to the new normal. 

 

Kathy Thisted, Grand Secretary of WA 

 

 

 

 



 

For most Courts September is the re-start of the term.  We will all be struggling to keep our 
members involved and attracting new members.  Here are some further tips on 
communication. 

Communication is more than just talking and listening — it is also about sending and 
receiving messages through attitude, tone of voice, facial expressions, and body language. 

Four methods of communication 

Verbal communication is the most common method of communication used by teams 
within organizations. It is a communication method in which the information is exchanged 
verbally. The individual behaving as the source transmits the information by speaking 
words or making patterns of sound, whereas the person at the receiving end needs to 
listen to the words or sound to get the information. 

There are several factors that decide the effectiveness of verbal communication, such as 
clarity of speech, tone, word selection, speech rate, etc. Additionally, listening skills also 
matter a lot in deciding the overall success of verbal communication. 

Written communication is another communication method teams use to disseminate 
information in the form of words or symbols written usually on paper or similar 
materials. The individual who wants to communicate the message or information needs 
to write on a paper and the individual at the receiving end must read the information to 
understand it. The best thing about written communication is that it provides a record 
of information that one can access and go through multiple times. 
Words are of paramount importance when opting for written information. Unlike verbal 
communication, the person at the receiving end cannot perceive the emotions of the 
individual drafting the message. Thus, the tone of writing and selection of words is 
crucial to ensure the reader gets the right information. 

Non-verbal communication 
During non-verbal communication, information is transmitted using gestures, 
postures, and facial expressions. An individual can convey information using visual 
cues like body language, eye contact, etc. 
One important thing to notice about non-verbal communication is that it can also happen 
unintentionally. For instance, not looking at the person who is sharing an idea with you 
most likely means that you are either not interested or disagree with the idea. 



 
Visual communication makes use of signs, drawings, illustrations, graphics, pictures, etc. 
to transmit information and messages. The choice of right visual elements can make it 
easier for individuals to interpret the information. Both verbal and written 
communication can make use of visual elements to make the information more 
understandable. The most common instance where visual communication is used 
alongside verbal and written communication is during team meetings. 

A communication strategy can be both short and focused or long and detailed depending upon 
the outcome you'd like to achieve. Whatever be the case, you need to define the following 
things first: 

1, Understand your needs and requirements 
Before team members start working, make them understand why the strategy exists in the 
first place. A communication strategy should be made so that it serves a business or an or 
organization. Figure out the problem, seek solutions, and define roles accordingly. 

2. Involve people 
While the formulation of a strategy is taking place, involving others is a great idea. Bringing 
in other team members means getting more inputs which increase the chances of an 
effective communication strategy being made. 

3. Know your audience 
Knowledge of target audience is a must to successfully execute your strategy. Figure out your 
audience — local, national or global. Understand their needs and requirements by putting 
yourself in their shoes. 

4. Define clear objectives 

Whether it's a marketing campaign or an organizational goal, well-defined communication 
objectives will take your strategy to another level. Clear objectives lead to increased focus 
and clarity which results in quality communication. 

5. Evaluate 

Evaluate as you go to check what's working and what's not. Even if you've been successful with 
your strategy, keep checking, improving, and refining it. This evaluation will help you to figure 
out whether tactics should be changed or not, resources should be added or not, and new 
plans should be implemented or not. 

1.    Encourage one-to-one Communication 
2. Let everyone speak in meetings 
3. Make use of multiple modes of communication 



4. Bring in some humor: Why so serious? 
5. Prepare yourself beforehand 
6. Promote feedback during communication sessions 
7. Be ready to involve yourself in difficult conversations 
8. Jot down all the key points of a discussion 
9. Make use of communication tools 

Communication mistakes 
1.   Assuming everyone understands things the same way 
2. Bad at listening 
3. Ignoring the tone of your voice 
4. Emotions overpowering logic 
5. Hold back your thoughts and ideas 6. Reacting more and responding less 
7.    Getting distracted easily. 
 

 

The Washington Amaranth Grand Court Camp Out/Picnic was held July 30th through August 1st, 
2021, at the Masonic Camp Ground at Granite Falls, WA.  There were many things to do this 
year.  Pinewood Derby, Duck Races, Corn Hole, Cribbage tournament and of course the yearly 
Chili cook off.  The Chili cook off has a new Queen Andrea Ames won first prize.  The winning 
Duck belonged to Renee Buchanan.  The Cribbage tournament wasn’t finished but Arly 
Buchanan and Merle Smith were the two remaining players.   The pine wood derby had loads of 
entries.  There were several heats.  The winner of the Derby was Goldfish sponsored by Camille 
Lowery.  Congratulations to all the winners and participants.  Breakfast Sunday morning was 
cooked and served by our Grand Royal Patron Gary Lewis and his kitchen crew.  Thanks guys.   

But the BIG news of the weekend was the announcement of Mr. Yes.   Joy and her “children” 
Kept us entertained and confused while presenting Mr. Yes.   Congratulations go to SK Blair 
Thisted HL Joy’s Mr. Yes.   

What a fun Weekend! 



           

Picking out Duckies.      Watching the Duck Race.             Catching the Winning Duck. 

 

                                

Off to the Races! 

       



ANNOUNCING MR. YES 

 

 

   

SK Blair Thisted – Mr. Yes    HL Joy & SK Blair    



Job’s Daughters, 

Did you know that the New Grand Bethel Honored Queen is Ms. Kelsea, from Bethel 27 in 
Tacoma, and is the Daughter of HL Shannon and SK Pete Abler’s Daughter.    This year Grand 
Bethel has chosen “Hawaiian Luau” for their theme.  The Mascot is a Tiki God Statue.  Their 
colors are Pink, Yellow, Blue and Green.  They have also chosen Puget Sound Honor Flight as 
this years’ philanthropic project.   

Grand Bethel Motto is “You are the hero of your own story” and their Bible verse is Job 42:2 
(NLT) “I know that you can do anything, and no one can stop you. 

Erica Orr is the Grand Bethel Guardian and our own SK Frank Rinehart is their Grand Bethel 
Associate Guardian this year.   

The girls have been hard at work with their first planning and fun event on August 21, at the 
Masonic Park with their “Day of Fun”.  This was one of the first ‘in-person’ event for 
Washington Job’s Daughters since the shutdown.  They had a dunk tank and ‘dunked the Grand 
Master’ along with other Masonic ‘celebrities. 

 

Upcoming events include a Hybrid International Day with the girls of British Columbia.  There is 
also a Salmon Bake for any interested adults on October 2.  Donation of $25 will get you a great 
Salmon Dinner with plenty of Social Time and some auction items.   

I encourage each of you to attend a Jobie meeting or event in support of this organization.     

Visit the Grand Lodge website for pictures! 

https://wa-masonicphotos.smugmug.com/Jobs-Daughters/2021-Jobies/DOF-2021/  

 

 

 

Do You Like To Camp? 

 

Do you like to camp? If the answer is yes, then you might want to consider joining NW 
Travelers, a chapter of the Masonic National Camping Travelers, Inc. (NCT). NCT Was founded in 
1966 and has since expanded throughout the United States and some provinces of Canada.  It is 



divided into Districts with Washington, Oregon, Idaho and British Columbia making up District 
10.There are individual chapters within the Districts. 

NW Travelers is a club/chapter, within NTC. Our members are from Washington and Oregon. 
We camp once a month April through October at a variety of RV parks. During the months of 
November through March we meet for a social lunch. 

We always welcome new members “the more the merrier” is our motto! If you would like to 
attend one of the remaining 2021 campouts (September or October) or attend one of the lunch 
socials please contact one of the people identified below. 

Merle Smith, Chairman 
206-819-3055 
Mrskls61@gmail.com 
 
Frank Rinehart, Master of Travel (MOT) 
206-930-5171 
Farinehart@msn.com 
 
Nita Rinehart, Assistant Secretary 
253-569-9096 
juanita_rinehart@msn.com 
 

 

 

 



Sponsored by
Alki Court #21 Order of the Amaranth

Holiday  Bazaar
November 20, 2021

9 am to 4 pm

Alki Masonic Center
4736 40th Ave SW
Seattle, Wa 98126

Food concession  crafts  baked goods  gifts
Vendor tables available

Contact: Sue  206 650 5491 text or vm
alki21events@gmail.com

 

 

 

 

 



 

Alpine and Alki Courts Invite You to a 

Reception Honoring 

Grand Royal Matron Heather Hughes 

Grand Royal Patron Gary Lewis 
 
 

Alki Masonic Hall 
September 12, 2021   1pm Social Hour 2pm Luncheon 

 
 

 
 
 

$25 payable to Alpine Court Send to 

Melissa Lanning 1016 ½ Woodlawn Ave Everett, WA 98023   425 
387-9733 Reservations by September 7, 2021 

 
 



 

 
 
 



 





Rhododendron Court Presents 

Annual Holiday Bazaar 

Location: 1005 West Pioneer Ave. 

Puyallup, WA 98371 

When: November 20th and 21, 2021 

Saturday 9 am to 4 pm, Sunday 10 am to 2 pm. 

Prices: $35 a table 
For information or application please contact:  Ginny Docker (253) 841-9696 or 

email: ginny_docker@msn.com or Camille Lowery 

(253) 770-4321 or email: lowery.camille@gmail.com 

 

 
 


